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everything was in order and that the best way to get
him away was to have him handed over to the nearest
military authorities.
Perhaps the worst part of the story is to come. When
the war correspondents had arrived at Cambrai a few
days before, we had been received by a Colonel who was
very eager to make us as comfortable as possible, and
arranged for us to have a press room, a telephone and
an Army stenographer to do the typing. (There were
about twenty eminent French journalists and only two
of them could use a typewriter.) Noel had subsequently
been with him on a visit to one of the armies and had
got to know the Colonel quite well. He was therefore
very relieved to learn that he was to be taken to this
Colonel. Noel by then had been bicycling hard for
two days away from the front, and it struck him as
curious that the Colonel should have kept up with him,
but he did not at the time trouble very much about it.
He found the Colonel and greeted him enthusiastically,
feeling that at last his identity could be established and
his troubles ended. The Colonel, however, was ap-
parently suffering from amnesia; he said that he did
not recognize either Noel or his papers, and had him
put under arrest. In the morning, however, Noel was
told that he was free to go and he went without seeing
the Colonel. The latter was in trouble with his head-
quarters ; he had been responsible for the journalists
at Cambrai and he had left before he had orders to do so.
Similar incidents of crowd panic occurred at some
time or another in almost every village and town of